
Ebooks : downloading EBSCO ebooks using Adobe Editions 

This week we are going to talk about using ebooks offline so that you don’t have to be connected to the 

internet to use the ebooks that UNB Libraries subscribes to and offers to you. We will speak specifically 

about downloading ebooks from either the EBSCO or the Ebrary platforms, downloading and installing 

Adobe Digital Editions, which is a software that enables you read ebooks the same way that Adobe 

Acrobat enables you to read pdf documents. We are also going to look at how you can view ebooks in 

Adobe Digital Editions.  

As always, we will start at the library website www.lib.unb.ca. In UNB WorlCat, which is the library 

catalogue, we can perform a standard search. In this case, we are going to look at curriculum theory. 

From our results, we are going to limit our results to ebooks as our chosen format. This first record, 

“Integrating study abroad into the curriculum: theory and practice across the disciplines,” has a couple 

of platform options. You can view the ebook on either EBSCO or Ebrary.  

Let’s take a look at the EBSCO platform. Clicking the link takes us to the ebook. We have the option of 

viewing the ebook directly from EBSCO or downloading it. It’s telling me that I’m going to have to sign 

into by EBSCOhost account or else create one. You will come into the same challenge when you are on 

the Ebrary platform and wish to download an ebook.   In order to create an account in EBSCOhost, you 

enter the appropriate information, including your first and last name, your UNB or STU e-mail address, a 

user name and password as well as a security question. 

I’m going to sign in to EBSCOhost because I already have an account. Now, it’s telling us that we can 

download and checkout the book; depending on the book, you have up to 7 days. It’s also telling us, 

under “Viewing Requirements” that, for desktop viewing, Adobe Digital Editions 1.7.1. or higher is 

required. It’s also telling us that if you have an Apple or Android device you can use Bluefire Reader. 

Adobe Digital Editions has both Windows and Mac compatible versions to download. The link will take 

us to the Adobe Digital Editions site. You can select “Download Now” and choose an installer 

appropriate for your operating system, save the file, and run it from wherever it was saved.  

Once that is accomplished, you can check and download your ebook. It gives you the option to save or 

open the file. My advice is to save it first, before opening it in Adobe Digital Editions. You can access 

wherever the book has downloaded onto your computer and the ebook should open seamlessly in 

Adobe Digital Editions.  

Inside the ebook, there is a table of contents that you can use to get to different parts of the ebook. You 

can navigate the ebook by pressing page down or scroll.  

After the 7-day loan period, the book will still appear in your library, but it will not be accessible. Once 

these books are expired you have to go back to wherever you found them, whether it be to WorldCat or 

directly to the publisher, and sign them out again.    

http://www.lib.unb.ca/

